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GOVERNMENT STATISTICIAN, BRISBANE, BULLETIN NO.°2 OF 1947, 


, This bulletin has been prepared from detailed tabulations, made 
available by the Commonwealth Statistician, of unemployed persons in Queensland who 
Were in receipt of Commonwealth unemployment benefit at the end of August, 1947. The 
information covers only those persons actually in receipt of unemployment benefit, no 
account being taken of those whose applications for benefit are awaiting consideration 
or those who do not apply for benefit. The figures given, therefore, are only a part 
of total unemployment, although the proportions due to the various causes and in the 
various industries are broadly applicable to the total. Persons receiving sickness 
or special benefits are also excluded, 


Comparison with Previous Months. 


The August figures of persons in receipt of unemployment benefit 
were 2,089 males and 97 females, the total of 2,186 being 5,406 less than the peak 
figure of 7,592 for February, and 714 below October, 1946. 


End of Month. Males. Females. Total. 

1946 - October oe eo 2,814 86 2,200 
November ce ee 5,570 94 5,664 

December oe oo Seca 168 6,159 

1947 - January oe os 7,262 228 7 5490 
February  o- a 7 394 198 7,592 

March 2° oo 6,505 184 6,689 

April aie as 4,698 149 4,847 

May oe oe 3,935 158 4,086 

June os ee 5,102 129 5 2014 

July ar se 2,747 113 2,860 

August ee oe 2,089 oF 2,186 


The figures for the early monihs of 1947 were corsiderably 
affected by seasonal unemployment. February recorded the highest number on unemploy- 
ment benefit for this season; and, as seasonal industries continued re-employing 
Gisplaced workers, the number on benefit at the end of August, 1947, fell to the 
lewest level recorded since the figures first became availabte in October, 1946. 


The number of females receiving benefit at the end of August 
was 97, comprred with 113 for July. The Brisbane District figure (34) was the 
highest recorded for any one district for the month. Bundaberg District had 12 
fenales drawing unemployment benefit at the end of August, Toowoomba 10, and 
Rockhampton 9. The balance of 32 was distributed throughout the rest of the State. 


Causes of unemployment are given below for the months of October, 
February (the peak month) , July, and August, together with the increase or decrease 


curing August for each cause. 
Increase(+ 


Cause of Unemployment. October, February, July, August, or Decrease (- 
1946. 1947. 1947. 1947. in August. 

Medical unfitness for type of 

work, work too heavy oo 109 100 62 47 -15 
Inefficiency, incompetence 112 144 94 83 ~-11 
Establishment closed, reduction 

of staff oe ve oe 491 854 544 439 —105 
Replaced by re-instated 

servicemen 30 oe 116 131 76 62 —14 
Shortage of materials eo 150 252 121 96 —25 
Seasonal work and weather 

conditions <3 ae 276 5,027 469 168 -501 
Casual work a oe 495 958 521 464. -57 
Ditcharged or laid off for 

other reasons ae ov 438 514 204 181 —25 
gauitted because work too heavy, 

medically unfit, etc. ae 254 440 555 295 -60 
qQuitted for other reasons oe 179 524 a7 164 ~13 
Not previously employed .. 525 548 207 187 -50 


2,900 7,592 2,860 2,186 -674 
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The number of persons drawing unemployment benefit in July due 
to the seasonal nature of their work decreased in August by 301, with smaller 
decreases for other causes. The peak of seasonal unemployment for the State was 
passed in February, although it was March before the northern sugar districts recorded 
their highest figures. By the end of May, much of the seasonally displaced labour 
had been re-absorbed but some of the northern sugar districts, particularly Mackay 
Innisfail, and Cairns, and the southern sugar district of Bundaberg, still had a i 
substantial pool of labour waiting for re-absorption. During June, July and Sugust 
re-employment in all sugar districts reduced the numbers unemployed at the end of ; 
August below, or almost as low as, the level of October, 1946. Seasonal unemployment 
had practically disappeared in most sugar districts by the end of June, but in 
Mackay it lasted longer, and the figure for that district did not fall below its 
October 1946 level until the end of July, and a further substantial fall of 140 
occurred in 4ugust. In the southern sugar district of Bundaberg there was no 
substantial decrease in unemployment until August when the total fell from 419 to 72 
during the month. With the sugar season in full operation at the end of August, the 
pool of seasonal unemployment was practically eliminated. From the peak month of 
February 1947, when 3,527 were unemployed on account of seasonal reasons, employment 
replaced 53,159, leaving only 168 to be re-absorbed in work. 


The movements are illustrated in the following statement, which 
shows the number of persons drawing benefit in each district in October, 1946, the 
number in the month up to August, 1947, which showed the hizhest level of unemploy- 
ment, and the number in August 1947, together with the increase from October 1946 
to the seasonal peak, and the subsequent decrease. 


Peak of Seasonal Increase, Decrease, 
District. October, Unemployment to August, October Peak to 
1946. August, 1947. 1947. to Peak. August. 
Brisbane  e. 1,404 2,065 (Feb. 1947) 1,307 664 758 
Ipswich $i 154 190 (Dec. 1946) 48 36 142 
Gympie ee 21 50 (Feb. 1947 15 9 17 
Maryborough 127 221 (Jan. 1947 58 94. 185 
Bundaberg oo. 101 596 (Jan. 1947 ee 495 524 
Toowoomba es 94 177 (Feb. 1947 95 85 82 
Warwick ve 20 42 (Dec. 1946 30 als) 12 
Roma oe 10 24 (Dec. 1946 x 14 19 
Charleville 44 75 (Dec. 1946 22 51 53 
Rockhampton 545 1,462 (Jan. 1947 176 Liga? 1,286 
Emerald oe i 10 (Jan. 1947 5 9 of 
Longreach o. 12 117 (Dec. 1946 20 105 97 
Mackay ar 229 861 (Mar. 1947 82 652 Ties 
Ayr oe oe 10 2535 (Feb. 1947 12 225 221 
Townsville .. 127 616 (Mar. 1947 60 489 556 
Ingham oe ve 440 (Mar. 1947 6 433 454 
Innisfail .. 15 568 (Mar, 1947) 8 555 560 
Cairns ar eh 599 (Mare 1947) 52 522 547 
Charters Towers 69 182 ar isi 119 1135 63 
Atherton .. 50 78 (Mar. 1947 15 48 63 
Hughenden .«. 3 52 (Feb, 1947 3 49 49 


Total State 2,900 7,592 (Feb. 1947) 2,186 4,692 5,406 
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Causes by Districts. 


The attached table (No. 1) shows the main causes of unemployment 
in each district. Moreton numbers were the highest in any district in August, 
1947, and they represented a proportion of the district population above the 
State average. Moreton district is relatively unaffected by seasonal unemploy- 
ment, and its rate of unemployment tends to be above the State average in months 
when seasonal activity reduces unemployment to 2 low level in other districts, 
and below the State average when seasonal activity in other districts has 
decreased, and raised the numbers unemployed in those districts. Comparison of 
the rates per 10,000 population showed the highest figure for the north-west 
districts. The Downs and south-west, as usual, showed the lowest rate, followed 
by south-east coastal and north coastal districts which were low on account of 
the almost complete absence of seasonal unemployment in these areas. 


industries by Districts. 


Table No. 2 shows the industries in which those drawing benefit 
are normally engaged. Building and construction have the highest total (12 per 
cent. of the total drawing unemployment benefit). The largest decreases 
compared with July were in agricultural, pastoral and dairying industries (406 
to 196) , food and drink factories which include sugar mills (347 to 202), and 
building and construction (364 to 259). 


The most significant changes in districts during August were 
decreases in unemployment amongst agricultural field workers and sugar mill 
workers in Mackay and Bundaberg; and in building and construction workers in 
the northern sugar districts. It must be remembered that the industry shown in 
each case is the industry in which the worker was last employed. The decrease in 
building and construction workers is probably due to men who were employed 
temporarily in building who, after a period of unemployinent, have now taken 
work in the sugar industry during its busy season. 


S. E. SOLOMON. 


ACTING GOVERNMENT STATISTICIAN, 


BRISBANE. 


28th November, 1947. 
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TABLE 1. - PERSONS RECEIVING UNEMPLOYMENT BENEFIT, QUEENSLAND. 


AUGUST, 1947. 
DISTRICTS AND CAUSES OF UNEMPT.OYMENT. 
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SADIE 2. - CERSONS RECRIVING UNEMPLOYMENT BENEFIT, QUESNSLAND, 
AUGUST, 1947. 


DISTRIGNS AND INDUSTRIES. 
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TABLE 2. - PERSONS RECEIVING UNEMPLOYMENT HENEFIT, QUEENSLAND. 
AUGUST, 1947. 
DISTRICTS AND INDUSTRIES. 


Industry in Which Laat Engaged. _ 


iol) . . 
ide 5 si 4 3. F 
DISTRICT. g zs] 3 ic a © 8 
Sela | Riles! 3 sa is ie |3 
ns, Se ae es! = ate Ag, : ‘e 
ded P ° . id u uo} ue) A (e) am 9] » 
ao = 4 o| gq g 0 0 
Pet eee ae eis |) Ae Bebe. le 
re] ea 4 a ee i ae 2 Qt a) rtp} b0 qf 
Si Ay (0) i Fy ee S e) 3 ° 3H Oo g 4 HH 
4 (a0) +t oO | . n fo | oad © oO (0 
pee | ce BIA BB S| a iebeletle | y 
Boe |B) Sela) el al ele Reale LS |e 
<{ Pas Hite oe tel ol ale la idaealn te io 
Srisbane e. O7 14 140 92 | 101/109} 78) 63 95] 63 196 
pewich ss 5 on ee eee ee eo a ‘ee® 5 
Moreton .. 18 144 2 105| 119 78 68 201 
tymp ie ae ? ; = 2 
aryborough 6 4 4 £ 
undaberg ge als) ro) 8) 2 
8.E, Coastal 9 5 
oowoomba .e» Yh al 13 10 
arwick ee i, . 5 2 
oma. oe ai ry e ° 
harleville 


Downs & 8.1. HEE eae alee | 
ih 


ap FERRE 
14 


ockhampton 
perselcl A E e ° 
ngreach oe 


jentral Pee Pola ape 54 15 ease 


ickay ee 5 al 8 
3 | | HA 
ymsville 9 5 7 . 
igham a6 1 ° ° F ° . 
Misfail .. ; ° ° . 
\izns Sr 16 - 4 


b Gonsta Peper sane eat r 


larters 

lovers ae 
iherton ., 
ihenden .. 


orth West Pernt te 
SS ee 


Pe 
Od. e 
Pe or Ee 


wo 


> 


TOTAL. 


‘ ; é i aS 
, 
i + 
4 Le ‘ > 
mn te — oe 
t * ‘ i 5 
~~ temalogiins saat aie 
: il. a : —~eieaaiaientseantnnt ee 


‘Z 
aoe soll leliaaee in 7 a. 7 - >. w iim ta! Biss si L —————— ne a 


| | a 


athe 


4 ¢ 
i 3 | 
> - 4 . 
a ! . 
H ‘ 
‘ ¥ . 
— os ete 
Y , ry * 
ee t = 
a . 
5 “ 
. 
ee ee 
” 1 


t. } r 
eR ae A 
. 


: 1 é a i 1 A 
. -_ = bon \s 4 ve 

: ; te 
2 i ge: J 4 eae t Zl 
Be Be Pape: or 


= ships baiy or i tpl + at pms tt 
1 
i 
: } 
= i fa, ; Pe ae 
ed 
; ' i 3 
. } 
s ' 1 F mp 
4 5 
i 
- racy 3: 
ee ee ——— 


